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but Mr. Baldwin preferred the more precipitate
course. Parliament was dissolved in December, and
an immediate appeal made to the Electorate on the
issue of Protection.

Mr. Chamberlain's advice had not been responsible
for this precipitate appeal.   On the other hand he
would hardly have been his father's son if his en-
thusiasm had not been aroused by a contest for
Protection.   He went to his constituency at Lady-
wood fortified not only by his own enthusiasm, but
by the knowledge that in Birmingham at any rate
the cause of Protection had been more vigorously
evangelized and more warmly received than perhaps
in any other part of the country.   In addition to
the Chamberlain influence there had been much
vigorous work put in by the Tariff Reform League
under the local leadership of Mr. Amery and Mr.
(later Sir) Patrick Hannon.  It was as well that this
was so, for the industrial division of Ladywood was
being subjected to the increasing pressure of strong
Socialist attack.   Mr. Chamberlain's election slogans
show that his case was based on the appeal of Protec-
tion in an industrial constituency.    Chief among
them were: "FREE TRADE AND THE EMPTY FAC-
TORY." "PROTECTION OF HOME MARKETS." "MAKE
THE FOREIGNER PAY. " "BRITISH WORK FOR BRITISH
WORKMEN."  In his Election Address Mr. Chamber-
lain gave expression to what had long been in his
mind when he said that "the dominant feature of
the situation is the continued prevalence of un-
employment which for three successive winters has
hung over this country like a nightmare and even
now  shows  little  sign  of  improvement."    After
describing the efforts made by way of stimulation of
public works and so on, Mr. Chamberlain went on
to declare that such things could not provide a
permanent solution. "The loss of our foreign markets